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1. Introduction

Audiences Wales was commissioned by Network in February 2008 to recommend an art form
classification system for possible adoption by arts organisations across the UK.

Since 2006 Audiences Wales has been developing a three-tier art form classification system for
its data analysis project, The Knowledge, which utilizes Purple Seven'’s Vital Statistics software.
The Audiences Wales system is based onthe matrix proposed by Peter Verwey in his report
‘The Use of Classifiers in the Arts’ produced for Audience Data UK in 2005.

The events of all 31 venues in the Audiences Wales project are coded using the three tiered
classification system.

-First Tier: Theatre, Dance, Dance, Music, visual Arts &Crafts, Literature, Combined
Arts, Film, Museum Exhibitions, Participatory Events, Linked Participatory &
Performance, Other

-Second Tier: Subdivides each First Tier Art form — please see art form classifiers

-Third Tier: Subdivides each Second Tier Art form — please see art form classifiers

As a result of feedback to the classification system from venues in The Knowledge project and
organisations across the UK, the system has been revised and developed with a number of new
codes to accommodate regional differences.

The revised classification will be used by Audiences Wales on The Knowledge
from April 2009.

The Knowledge Project
Audiences Wales’ The Knowledge project was introduced to:

track attendances for the performing arts at theatres and arts centres across Wales
provide an overview of the performing arts sector in Wales

analyse box office data by region, art form, clusters of venues, touring work, etc
benchmark against other arts organisations in Wales

look at crossover of audiences between venues

How the art form classifiers are used

Each event is assigned a 1st tier, 2nd tier and 3rd tier art form category. Analysis can then be
undertaken on all 1st tier art forms such as Theatre, or delve deeper to look at the 2nd Tier such
as Theatre/Drama or be very specific and look at 3" tier analysis on Theatre/Drama/New
Writing. This approach allows for analysis that is consistent between arts organisations and
builds up a detailed picture across the whole of the UK to support further analysis and
benchmarking.




Art Form Classifiers (July 2008)

First Tier

Theatre

Dance

Second Tier Third Tier NOTES
Drama Classical Play Shakespeare to WN2
Drama- New 'Writing First Pedfarmance within last
= 4 yrs
Contemparary Play Post WW2
Welsh/Gaelic Language In a regional language ie.
Theatre Vielsh/Gaelie Lang Drama
Cither Language Ary athar languags
Theatre Pantomime Family Ents. not aimed
specifically at Childran
Entertainment Wanety (inc sing-a-long) Mare than onz act
Catyaret Cabaret style
Family Enteriginment Mon age specific Ents
Comedy Comedans From stand up o farce
({Reduced Shakespeare), not
plays that are funny &.g
— Frank Vickery
TV Personality’ "Audienoe Wi
reminiscence/talk
MMagic/lusion F amily Enls.
Supematural’ Adult Adul specific Ents. ! Tony
Maglo/Hypnatism Stockwsll
Ice shows Large family Ems. on icg
Children’s/ Youth Youth Thealre/Drama Theatre including Children on
Bi2ge
Theatre Theatre in Education TIE
Children's and Young Frod producton slmed at
FPeople's Theatre Children
Could dvide 1o Pre schog
PRMary and secondary
Chaldren’s Theatre Frol production aimed at
{indigenous o region) Children in WeishiGaalic)
Musicals Musical
Other theatre (not Eﬁm _Ttg?atra finc
L
dance or opera) Physical =
KMimel Puppetry
Circus Arts
Streel Arts -
Com mun.fﬁ Amateur | CommunityAmateur Thealre | Amateus Cram
Ballet Ballet
Contemporary Dance | Contemporary dance Inciude Urban Dance
Culturally-specific Traditional Cance Irish, Welsh, Scattsh
Dance {lmjim o Remmj} Traditional Darce
| Asian Dance
African Dance
Other Word Dance Could add a &7 Tier for
Feopular Internstional Dance
Other Dance Other _
Commercial Dance Commercial Dance {Tap Dogs — West End
SRoaarE )
Dance Theatre [rance Theatre Theatre with narrative to
LSE
Youth Dance Youth Dance Dance including Children on
1508
Community/Amateur | Community/Amateur Dance | Amateur Dance
Dance Could inc Line/Tea Dance

unless taught in workshop
siyle




Music

Classical Music | Early Music Pra 1500
Barogue Roughly 1200-1750
Orchesiral Music Roughly 1750-1075
Chamber Muzic/Recital Small instrumental group,
Foh0 insbrurental s g
Contemporary Classical 1875 - present
Light Classical TWiFilrn mrausic. Mantovani,
Fathering Jenkms, Josh
Girgban
Choral
Opera/Music Theaire | Opera
Music Theatre
Jazz Swing/Big Band Sid Lawrence:

Jazs - ImprowiCont/Vocal

Improrvised. Contempararny.
Voo

Culturally —specific
Music

Gospel

[ Barber Shop

Male Yalee ChoinFemale
Vioice Choir

UK/tredand radiional
regional music

Insh, Weish, Scotssh, English
Mg

Raoots

Folk Music

Bluss Music

World Music

Popular Music

EBrass! Siver Bands

FPop/Rock/Hp hop

Could have 4 Tier Crooners.
Cwvas, Armericana etc ook for
Induskry agresd standard

| Country & Western

Experimental'Eleciromic
Music

Youth Music

Youth Music

Music incdluding Children on
stage. Could inc. Opera o
Proms for children

Visual Arts
& Crafts

Community/Amateur
Music

Visual Arts

CommunitylAmateur Music

Anirnation

Amateur Music

Fine arts’ Painting’ Drawing
culplure

Photography

Graphic arg/illustration

Print-making

[ Public an

Architecture! landscape

Installation/ sile specific ar

Envirormenial al

Hew media'digital meada/
Multi-meadia arComputer-
generated ar

Moving mage (arosts film &
video)

Sonic art

Live Art'Time-based art

Mura's

Performanee Ars

Crafts

Design

Applied art

Ceramics

Testiles

Jewellery

Glass

Ketal

Wood

Thatching

Multv'hixed meda craft




Literature

Combined
Arts

Film

Museum
Exhibitions

Participatory
Events

Linked
Participatory
&
Performance

Other

Literary
Events/Activities

FPoetry readings

Senjamin Zephania

Stonytefling/ Author Readings

Mabinogion, Danisl Mordon,
The suthor doing & reading
from a play or book

Lirary evenis-reading
aroups

Literary Talks

Lit Groups. Discussion/
nteraction rather than
readings from the stage

Literature publishin
Combined Arts

Cinema Screenings

Literature publishing

Mainstréam Cinema

Camival

Multi-Disciphnary festivals Evenis whene art lorms are
niterwined

Community/Amateur Am evenis where art forms

combined art are intertasned

Evenyday screenings

Ar-houserSpecialist Cinema

Could have 47 Tier look for
Tdusiry agresc standands

Film production

Museum & Non art
exhibitions

Workshops/Classes

Workshops/Classes
and performance

Other

Film Production

Archaeology!History

Producbion/Animation Projects
aught h

MNatural Historywnature
Science

Scienceftechnology

Ethnography! Anthropology

Other type of non-art
exhibition
Drama

Workshops and Classes

Dance

Music

Visual Arts & Crafts

Literature

Combined Afs

Film

Museum Exhibitions.
Drama

Combined projects wheare the
warkehops end n a
performance. Unless
Performance is sold 2= an
sdividual tem

Dance

Music

Visual Arts & Crafts

Literature

Combined Arts

Film

Museum Exhibitions.
Mon ans/Other

Inc Chanty Concerts and
PraPost show lalks' Radic
S I
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